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1. We must remember the 16th century Reformation because it is God's good work of preserving the 

Christian faith. It reminds us that we have to be strangers and pilgrims in the world, rather than 

being friends of this world. The reformers of old stood firm on God's Word and had a strong passion 

for His Word to be magnified. Without them, we would not have God's Word in our hands, neither 

the pure Gospel. 

 

2. Cain was jealous of Abel because of his obedience to God. Abel offered a blood sacrifice according 

to God's commandment, whereas Cain offered a fruit offering. God accepted Abel's offering because 

it was more excellent. Cain thought that by killing Abel, his sacrifice would cease to exist. Instead, 

even though Abel is dead, we continue to read of his faith in God. 

 

3. Our duty is to hear the testimonies of the 16th century Reformers and remember their lives of 

faith in a deep-seated manner and to imbibe in their spirit of zeal. Remembering the 16th century 

Reformers: 

 

Martin Luther the Evangelist 

Luther nailed his ninety-five Theses on the door of All Saints' Church in Wittenberg on 31 October 

1517 to protest against the Roman Catholic practice of selling forgiveness tickets. We thus 

commemorate Reformation Sunday on the last Sunday of October. He taught from God’s Word that 

salvation and eternal life are not earned by good deeds but are received as the free gift of God’s 

grace through faith in Jesus Christ. The Bible tells us that our salvation is only by God’s grace alone, 

by faith alone, in Christ alone, in God’s Word alone and for God’s glory alone. Luther expressed great 

courage when he refused to recant his writings because it was according to God’s Word. 

 

John Calvin the Theologian 

Calvin was a French men, a pastor of the city of Geneva and a theologian. God gifted him with an 

astute mind to understand deep theology of Scripture and to pen it in a systematic manner for 

laymen to understand. By God’s grace, he wrote the institutes of the Christian Religion at the age of 

26. As the pastor, Geneva became the pearl of Europe and was exemplary in purity of life. 

 

William Tyndale the Translator 

From a young age, Tyndale was filled with a desire for the common people to understand God’s 

Word in their native language. In those times, only the Roman Catholic priests had access to the 



Word of God. Tyndale sought to translate the Hebrew Old Testament and Greek New Testament to 

English and faced persecution by the Roman Catholic priests because it meant that their false 

practices would be exposed once God’s Word was made available to all. He went from place to place 

to avoid being captured, whilst still translating the Bible. He was eventually betrayed by a close 

friend and was burned at stake in 1536. With the invention of the printing press, the 1611 King 

James Bible was printed which to a large extend has its basis from Tyndale’s translation.  

 

The Bible-Presbyterian movement must remember the 16th century Reformation and imbibe in the 

same spirit for the spiritual benefit of future generations. 


